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MINUTES OF MEETING
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
JULY 5-6, 1990
Chairman Warren Pol presiding:
Thursday, July 5, 1990

Don Hines
Jimmy Jenkins
Bert Jones
Norman McCall
Pete Vujnovich

Mr. Joe Palmisano was absent from the meeting.
* Secretary Van Sickle was also present.
Chairman Warren Pol presiding:

Friday, July 6, 1990

Don Hines
Jimmy Jenkins
Bert Jones
Norman McCall
Pete Vujnovich

Mr. Joe Palmisano was absent from the meeting.

Secretary Van Sickle was also present.

At Thursday's meeting a motion was made by Mr. Jenkins to accept’
the Minutes of the June 7-8, 1990 Commission Meeting. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Vujnovich and passed unanimously.

At Thursday's meeting Chairman Warren Pol advised that he had asked
that the item Outside Contracts be put on the agenda. The
department has a lot of contracts with outside institutions which
amount to gquite a bit of money: (around a million dollars).
Chairman Pol had requested that Dr. Clark gather information on the
outside contracts to see if money could be saved if these were done
by in-house people. Chairman Pol stated that he realizes that
there are some services the department cannot do but in his opinion
he does not believe the department is getting a million dollars
worth. Chairman Pol asked Dr. Clark to go over this item with the
Commission and explain to them what could be done.

Dr. Clark informed the Commissioners that the packet of materials
that they had each received were from the Office of Fisheries and
he did not prepare any other materials for any other contracts.



The Ofrice of Fisheries contracts probably total six to eight
hundred thousand dollars this year advised Dr. Clark and each
packet list the individual contracts and discusses what each of the
contracts are in pr1nc1p1e and why the original contract was
signed.

Chairman Pol asked Dr. Clark if in his opinion did he think the
department could do most of this in-house? Dr. Clark stated that
with current personnel and current head count it could not be done
in-house; however, Ms. Baker has advised that as far as doing
contract research the department can hire temporary employees to
conduct specific research projects. Dr. Clark stated that if the
Commission would ask him straight up if the department could do a
lot of the research with additional people the answer is yes and
if they ask him if he thought the department should do it the
answer would be yes. Dr. Clark commented that he would rather have
the staff do the work in-house than to contract it out. Chairman

+. .~ Pol.asked. if.most .of..the.contracts were.automatically renewed. every

year depending on the federal participation? Dr. Clark stated that
he would not say most because most of these are not recurring
contracts.

Mr. Jenkins asked where the source of the funds ($755,000) come
from to do the projects? Dr. Clark answered that the principle
source is federal funds, the second principle source would be LOOP
(Louisiana Offshore 0il Port) funds and the rest would be state
funds and other funds. Mr. Jenkins asked if the department had the
people that were qualified to work on these projects on staff,
would there be any trouble obtaining the funds? Dr. Clark answered
no. Chairman Pol asked if funds were obtained before the contracts
are let? Dr. Clark answered yes. Mr. Jenkins commented that since
these research entities make applications to the department for
these funds, which then go to them, couldn't the department make
the same applications for these jobs and hire the appropriate;
people. Dr. Clark advised that actually this is what the.
department already does with some that are subcontracted by the
department and gave the Shrimp Management Plan (MARFIN) as an
example. Chairman Pol stated that one thlng he wanted to make
clear to Secretary Van Sickle and Dr. Clark is that this is in no
way meant to hurt anybody but what he is thlnklng of is what is
best for the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission and asked Secretary
Van Sickle if there were many other contracts like these that are
let out? Secretary Van Sickle advised not really, this was the
bulk of themn. In the Office of Fisheries, even though there may
be $700,000 worth of contracts only $213,000 are state funds. The
bulk of these contracts are federal monies. Projects such as
MARFIN, these monies usually go to universities to do research
around the country and lLouisiana universities work in cooperation
with the department to write joint proposals for projects advised
Secretary Van Sickle. 1In every state in the country there is a
university, generally their flagship university like LSU, that is
designated to have a Cooperative Fish and Wildlife Research Unit
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at that university. Secretary Van Sickle pointed out that at LSU
the federal government puts up $300,000, Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries puts up $66,000 and the university gives them a lot of
in-kind contributions such as space, etc. amounting to about a half
million dollar program. The first contract was written back in
1962-63 to train more people in the fish and wildlife field and a
lot of the department's personnel came from this project advised
Secretary Van Sickle. This is one project that the department
could never do because it is not a university stated Secretary Van
Sickle.

Chairman Pol stated that according to Title 56 the Commission is
suppose to review all outside contracts and pointed this out in the
Title 56 publication. Also, it has been ruled by the Attorney
General that the Commission review outside contracts but the
Commission has never been able to look at these contracts.
Chairman Pol thinks that the Commission should be allowed to do

~.-this. . +Secretary ~Van- Sickle -asked ‘Chairman Pol, how would the

Commission like to start? Chairman Pol stated that he would let
her know. Mr. Jenkins asked about the dates of contracts and also
if on an ongoing basis, year in and year out, would the total for
contracts this year be a normal year or is this more than usual or
less than usual and what could the department look forward to if
it undertakes to do this and to have X amount of income to support
this. Dr. Clark advised that this is not a normal year, it is more
than usual. Ms. Baker stated that she could address two of the
questions. She advised that whether these were 89-90 or 90-91
contracts, that a lot of these contracts roll over, they go over
fiscal years and it is hard to isolate its particulars. These are
contracts that are in place right now, advised Ms. Baker and she
pointed out that some of the dollars came out of last year's budget
which just ended on June 30 and some of the payments will come out
of the next fiscal year. Addressing the second question on what

looks like a normal year Ms. Baker advised that vendor files were’

pulled for the period that the department had vendor files in
resident which goes back for two years. Last year $655,000 was
paid out in contracts to LSU and the year before that it was right
at $450,000. This is an extremely high period of time that the
department is in contract wise relative to the immediate past years
but somewhere in that half million dollar range is a baseline for
contracts with LSU stated Ms. Baker. Secretary Van Sickle asked
Dr. Clark what caused the increase between $655,000 and $755,000.
Dr. Clark advised the three contracts that had been added most
recently, were not on the original 1list, were the LSU Coastal
Fisheries, SEAMAP and the Tuna, Shark and MARFIN plans. Mr.
Jenkins asked if there was some way that the last two or three
years of these contracts could be reviewed, pick out what the
department could do and look at what sort of income could be
‘diverted to the department to do these projects on an ongoing basis
year in and year out? Dr. Clark commented that he believes the
funds could be classified as types and make some sort of prediction
as to whether or not they are ongoing or whether they are likely
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to remain ongoing or whether or not they are truly one of a kind
type of funds. Mr. Jenkins suggested that this might be one thing
to do to get a handle on this issue. Chairman Pol/ suggested that
since everybody has the packet that Dr. Clark distributed that
between now and the next Commission meeting that the Commissioners
read over the materials and then come back and discuss this with
Secretary Van Sickle and Dr. Clark then decide from there what
needs to be done. Dr. Clark pointed out that the packet only
includes Office of Fisheries contracts. Secretary Van Sickle
stated that if the Commission wants to get involved in reviewing
the department's contracts, which the Commission has never done to
her knowledge in the past, she will need some guidance from them
as to how much involvement they want, such as how soon they want
to get involved and at what level of detail because for this fiscal
year the budget has the contracts already listed which may present
a problem. Chairman Pol advised that they will let Secretary Van
Sickle know what they will want done.

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Tommy Prickett discussed and presented
to the Commission a resolution on Road Closure on West Bay Wildlife
Management Area. Mr. Prickett reported that one of the most
important and successful programs of the department has been the
establishment and development of the wildlife management area
system throughout the state and presently there are 38 wildlife
management areas. These areas are opened to the public for
hunting, fishing and other outdoor recreation and furnish a wide
variety of activities for the state's outdoor recreation. Wildlife
management areas, in years to come, will have to be put to the best
possible use to deliver the maximum potential of the wildlife
resources. The West Bay WMA area is located in North Central Allen
Parish, consists of 55,185 acres and is privately owned, advised
Mr. Prickett. The lease which is obtained from timber companies
(Boise Cascade Corporation, Kirby Forest Industries, Incorporated

and Quatre Parish Lumber Company) without charge to the state’
gives the department the right to manage wildlife on the area. :

There are over 300 miles of roads and 60 points of entrances into
the area and to better manage the wildlife within this area the
department feels it is necessary to reduce the number of roads and
entrances and restrict the hunting from roads open to vehicular
traffic. This action is important toward improving and maintaining
wildlife populations, help in the enforcement of rules and
regulations while providing a safety margin for the public
utilizing this area. . The following restrictions will be
implemented to accomplish these goals on West Bay WMA:

1) Installation and maintenance of 53 gates and allow only 7
entrance points into the area.

2) Reduce the number of roads for public use from 300 miles to
approximately 125 miles. Interior road closures will be
maintained with road restriction signs.
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3) Restrict hunting from roads open to public vehicular traffic.
(No hunting allowed 100 feet from center line of road)

4) Installing and maintaining information booths to inform the
public of new regulations and activities occurring on the
area.

5) Print new maps showing entrance points and roads open to
vehicular traffic for public use while on West Bay WMA.

The implementation of these new regulations on West Bay WMA are in
conjunction with the landowners and with the public's support, will
help in the management of the wildlife resources while providing
better recreational opportunities to the outdoorsmen concluded Mr.
Prickett.

After a short discussion on this issue Chairman Pol advised that

- ...final..action .on.the resolution.would be taken Friday.

At Friday's meeting Mr. Prickett presented the resolution on road
closures on West Bay WMA. Chairman Pol called for a motion. A
motion was made by Mr. Jenkins for adoption of the resolution. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Jones and passed unanimously. Mr. Jones
asked if the roads could be utilized with food plots and new growth
around the edge since they will be out of active service for the
most part? Mr. Prickett informed Mr. Jones that this is exactly
what the department would like to do but West Bay does have one
other problem; it has free ranging livestock on the area. A couple
of years ago the companies asked the department to tell them what
needed to be done on that area to have a first class wildlife
program. Recommendations were made on how the timber should be
managed, the fact that the livestock needed to be removed from the
area, and road closures. At this time the companies do not feel
that they can get the cattle off of the area. Dr. Hines asked if',
the roads that will be left were going to be kept up better than .
they have in the past? Mr. Prickett answered the road closures
will allow the department to do a little more maintenance. ’

. (The full text of the resolution is
made a part of the record)

Resolution
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
July 5-6, 1990

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries in
conjunction with Boise Cascade, Kirby Forest Industries, and
Quatre Parish wish to maximize wildlife populations and public
enjoyment of West Bay Wildlife Management Area, and



“

WHEREAS, all of the above parties responsible for the management
of West Bay agree that the current 320 mile road system is
greatly in excess of the roads necessary to provide adequate
public access and that said excess causes undue disturbance
to resident wildlife, and

WHEREAS, this 320 mile road system with 63 entrances onto West Bay
inhibits the proper enforcement of wildlife laws and WMA
regulations, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission concurs with the aforementioned companies and
Department staff in closing certain roads and entrances as
indicated on the attached map of West Bay Wildlife Management
Area.

“Virginia -Van-Sickle, Secretary - ~ Warren Pol, Chairman

At this point during Thursday's meeting Secretary Van Sickle
announced that she had to leave the Commission meeting for about
half an hour and Deputy Secretary Kell McInnis would be taking her
place and could always speak on the department's behalf.

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Tommy Prickett presented the Dates for
the Migratory Bird seasons to be set by the Commission. Mr.
Prickett reported that this is webless migratory birds and does not
include waterfowl. The department is making a tentative
recommendation to the Commission today for seasons and the reason
it is being done today is so that something can be printed in the
hunting pamphlet which is being held up until direction is received
from the Commission on the seasons. Next month the department will
come back to the Commission with an emergency declaration to set:

these seasons plus the waterfowl seasons. Mr. Prickett gave:

background information on dove seasons in Louisiana. There are
about 80,000 hunters with roughly 2 million birds harvested a year.
There are a couple of different ways to set dove season, both the
length and bag limit. There are a couple of different options that
the state has, one is a 70-day season with a 12-bird bag limit
which traditionally Louisiana has taken and a 60-day season with
a 15-bird bag limit. A number of the southeastern states have
taken the other option but Louisiana hunters have indicated to the
department that they prefer the greater days with a lesser bag
limit. This is what the department is recommending to the
Commission stated Mr. Prickett. Another issue is whether or not
to allow all day shooting, sunrise to sunset. In 1986 a compromise
was struck by the Commission and the sportsmen which made the
opening two days of each split half day hunting, 12 noon to sunset.
The remainder of the days were all day hunting, sunrise to sunset.
The department has been in this posture since 1986 and Mr. Prickett
advised that the department is recommending to the Commission that
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they stay in this posture. The department does not see a
biological difference and does not believe changing it one way or
the other is going to make any difference in the population of
doves. Dates for dove season are recommended as follows:

Dates Days Bag Limit
Sept. 1-9 9 days 12
Oct. 13 - Nov. 11 30 days 12
Dec. 8 - Jan. 7 31 _days 12

' 70 Total

Shooting Hours: One-half hour before sunrise to sunset, except on
the opening weekend of each split (Sept. 1-2, October 13-14, and
Dec. 8-9) when shooting hours will be 12 noon to sunset.

Mr. Jenkins asked if the department has received any comments on
- going to the 60-days, 15-doves limit' because he “has had a couple
of people ask him about this and also asked about the comment that
Mr. Prickett made about it not making any difference biologically
if you hunted all day or half a day. Mr. Prickett stated that the
department believes that dove hunters hunt when there are doves
available and traditionally the greatest effort is on the opening
weekend so going to half-day hunting as opposed to all day hunting
will not change the harvest much. Dr. Hines stated that one of
the reasons for going to all day hunting is that a lot of the
farmers had asked the department to consider all day hunting
because they cannot get into the field until 9 or 10 in the morning
because of the dew and work until 7 or 8 at night.

Chairman Pol stated that he had received a 1letter from the
Louisiana Wildlife Federation objecting to the all day hunting and

they have recommended that the shooting hours go from noon until,

sunset. Chairman Pol asked if there was anybody who would like to
address this subject.

Mr. Chuck Sabeto, President of the Acadiana Sportsmen's League,
addressed the Commission. Mr. Sabeto advised that he was not just
representing dove hunters from southwest Louisiana but dove hunters
from all over the state. 1In 1985 the Acadiana Sportsmen's League
took a survey of some 2,200 hunters throughout the state which
showed 71 percent for afternoon dove hunting only and 85 percent
for 70-days, 12-bird limit. The shorter waterfowl seasons are
putting a bigger strain on the dove with more people hunting dove.
A petition was presented to the Commission signed by persons who
favored the afternoon dove hunting only shooting hours and Mr.
Sabeto asked the Commission to take this into consideration when
setting the seasons.

Chairman Pol asked Mr. Sabeto since he was associated with dove
hunters from all over the state if there was ever a guestion
presented to them that would say 60-days total dove hunting days
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and 15 bag limit? Mr. Sabeto answered yes and they responded they
would rather go with the 70-days, 12-bird limit. Mr. Jones asked
how the survey was taken. Mr. David Boudreaux, Secretary of
Acadiana Sportsmen's League addressed Mr. Jones' question. Back
in 1984 the club instituted a migratory game bird hunting survey
which dealt with all aspects of waterfowl and migratory game bird
hunting and it had questions involving dove hunting. The surveys
were sent out in the mail, distributed to sporting good stores and
placed in newspapers throughout the state with over 2,200 responses
to the questionnaire. Going through the findings of the survey it
was found that 71 percent of hunters wanted afternoon hunting and
85 percent wanted the 70 days, 12 bird limit. At the time of the
survey the hunters preferred more days than three more birds in a
bag limit. Response on the survey came from Lake Charles, Sulphur,
Jennings, Crowley, Alexandria, Monroe, Shreveport, New Orleans,
Ponchatoula, etc. Mr. McCall advised that he has had four or five
call this past week asking for all day hunting instead of half a

».»day -from -the Lake Charles-area. - Mr.-Boudreaux.stated.that .within

the bulk of the hunters that they have talked to in the last few
weeks that 90 percent want the afternoon only. Mr. Boudreaux
suggested that as a compromise the September split be maintained
and the rest of the seasons could be on an all day basis because
of the heat involved and the other splits could be afternoon only.
Mr. Boudreaux pointed out that they are hearing a lot of talk from
the farmers saying that they are having many problems with the all
day hunting. Concluding, Mr. Boudreaux stated that they would
entertain a compromise for the September season being all day if
the other two seasons were half days.

Mr. Jenkins asked Mr. Prickett if the department had a survey. Mr.
Prickett advised that one had been done in 1983 and in 1984 with
each being a 1little different because the seasons were set
different. The first survey showed 58 percent of the people who
responded preferred all day hunting and 42 percent preferred the
half-day. The second survey showed 25 percent liked the compromise:
season, 38 percent preferred all day and 37 percent preferred half-
day. There were 13,009 license buyers receiving survey forms in
1983 and approximately the same in 1984.

Chairman Pol asked the Commission how they felt about the shooting
time. Dr. Hines and Mr. Jones stated that they thought it should
be left like it is with Mr. Jones commenting that basically dove
fields, for the most part, are privately held as far as hunting
privileges are concerned and if a person prefers not to hunt in the
morning he has that choice. Mr. Prickett pointed out that the
Eastern Management Unit, which Louisiana is a part of, is the only
management unit that has entertained afternoon only hunting for
doves. All the rest of the management units have had all day
hunting for doves. Mr. Jones asked what were the bag limits in
surrounding areas. Mr. Prickett advised that in the north half of
Alabama they take the 60-days, 15-bird option, Arkansas,
Mississippi, Kentucky, and Tennessee are the other states that also
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take that option. Mr. Jenkins asked Mr. Prickett if the Commission
wanted to look at 60-days, 15-birds did he have a recommendations
on the dates. The dates would be the following advised Mr.
Prickett. September 1-9, October 20 - November 11, and December
15 - January 11. All of these would open on a Saturday and close
on a Sunday with the exception of January 11 which is a Thursday.
Mr. McCall stated that he thought the seasons and shooting hours
should be left like they are. Mr. Vujnovich stated to leave it
like it is.

Mr. Bo Barb, Lake Charles, addressed the Commission. Mr. Barb
asked the Commission to leave the season like it is because for
years people worked to get the compromise.

Mr. Richard Judice, Lake Charles, addressed the Commission. He
wants the Commission to keep the 70 days, 12 birds with all day
hunting.

Chairman Pol called for motion. Dr. Hines made a motion to set the
dove season as recommended which is September 1 - 9, October 13 -
November 11 and December 8 - January 7 for 70 days with a bag limit
of twelve and shooting hours to be one hour before sunrise to
sunset except on the opening weekend of each split, Sept. 1-2,
October 13-14 and December 8-9 when shooting hours would be from
12 noon to sunset. The motion was seconded by Mr. McCall and
passed unanimously.

Mr. Prickett went on to present the recommendations for rails,
gallinules, woodcock and snipe. These recommendations are as
follows:

Rails: Nov. 17-Jan. 20 65 days 15
Gallinules: Nov. 17-Jan. 20 65 days 15
Woodcock : Dec. 1-Feb. 3 65 days 5
Snipe: Nov. 10-Feb. 24 107 days 8

Shooting hours would be 1/2 hour before sunrise to sunset.

Chairman Pol asked if there were any comments from the audience or
any questions by the Commission.

Chairman Pol called for motion. Mr. Jones made a motion to adopt
the recommended dates, days, bag limits and shooting hours for
rails, gallinules, woodcock and snipe as presented by Mr. Prickett.
The motion was seconded by Mr. Vujnovich and passed unanimously.

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Dave Morrison Announced the 1991 LA Duck
Stamp Competition. The species that has been chosen as the
featured species for the design is the woodduck. The competition
rules and regulations are unchanged from last year but the artist
will be given more time to create their paintings and the artwork
will have to be in by October 25th. The judging of the competition
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is being planned for November 1lst. Mr. Morrison pointed out that
November 1lst is the first Thursday of the month which is usually
the first day of the Commission meeting and he would like to have
the competition to judge the artwork on the morning of November 1st
and announce the winner at 1 p.m. prior to the Commission meeting.
The artwork will be set up in the Louisiana Room so that people may
view it prlor to the announcement of the winner. This is something
Mr. Morrison would like the Commission to consider. They can
either have it on the 1lst or the Wednesday prior to it. The
woodduck was chosen because it is a resident bird and probably one
of the most attractive of the North American waterfowl species.
Mr. Jones asked if the competition was only for Louisiana artists
and the status of the bill on the 1legislature on residency
requirements. Mr. Morrison advised that the Louisiana artist
requirements will be continued for an additional two years but
there was an amendment to the bill that says it may include former
residents of the state which opens it up a little bit. Mr. Jones
- asked +#Mr.- ‘Morrison -what. his .feelings..were -about ithe .louisiana
artist stipulation and what kind of effect it will have monetarily
on the duck stamp program. Mr. Morrison stated that the history
of the duck stamp program shows that the states that have started
out commissioning an artist are the ones with the most profitable
programs. Texas and Arkansas are two states that commission their
artists. The second most effective mechanism for choosing the
artwork is by national competition where the competition is opened
to everybody across the United States. The third method, which
Louisiana has, is residency requirements where only residents of
the state can enter the competition. Mr. Morrison stated that
monetarily, speaking Texas started out their first of state in
access of sixteen thousand prints, with the second year falling off
to about eight thousand and have leveled off to between seven and
eight thousand prints per year. Typically the number of prints
sold of duck stamp designs are directly proportional to the
notoriety of the artist, pointed out Mr. Morrison. In Louisiana,;
last year, a record was set for first of state with an excess of.
seventeen thousand prints being sold. The preliminary indications
for this year is that the number of prints sold will be below
twenty five hundred. What is being looked at over the long run is
that with the coentinued residency requirements the state will
continue to see a decline in the market because the bulk of the
prints last year were sold nationally. Of the seventeen to
eighteen thousand that were sold there were only around five
thousand sold in Louisiana and with the first of state gone the
national market will decline leaving resident purchases to be
relied on explained Mr. Morrison. By maintaining an artist that
has a national recognition print sales continue to be high. Mr.
Morrison stated that the bottom line is, with the residency
requirements, the prints sales will decline in the state in the
next three to four years to around five hundred and it will not
generate any substantial funds for the program. The bulk of the
money that will be generated from the program will be from the sale
of stamps to duck hunters commented Mr. Morrison. Mr. Jones asked
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Mr. Morrison if what he is saying is that a national contest, with
Louisiana artists being able to enter, would create a larger ray
of artists, and that Mr. Morrison feels confident that the state
would benefit in receiving more money through the print program.
Mr. Morrison answered very much so, simply because the competition
will have to be the best and the artwork will maintain a higher
level. If residency is required the artists realize they are
competing among themselves and a lot of times they might not put
forth their greatest efforts, but if there is a national
competition not only Louisiana artists are allowed to compete but
also artists from outside will be competing. This would keep the
spirit of competition alive. Mr. Jones stated that it is a fair
statement in saying that the department thinks that it is probably
a detriment to the duck stamp and print program to have Louisiana
artists only in it, that fewer funds would be received than
possibly if there was a national contest. Mr. Morrison answered
that in his judgment the program will suffer with the residency
~requirements. - It was pointed-out by Mr. Jones and Mr. Morrison
that this would not exclude Louisiana artists but if it were a
nationwide contest it would be in the best interest of Louisiana
artists simply because if a Louisiana artist wins he would be the
best of the best. With the residency requirements that are now in
effect, if a Louisiana artist wins he has only competed against
Louisiana artists and is not really certain what his statute is but
when he competes against the national level it adds credit to his
stock. Mr. McCall asked how many artists competed last year. The
first year it was forty five and last year it was forty eight,
answered Mr. Morrison. Concluding, Mr. Morrison asked the
Commission what their feelings were on the date for the competition
and if it would create any problem. Chairman Pol stated that he
does not see where any problems would be created and that the date
was fine.

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Dave Morrison gave a Report on the 1990 -

Turkey Season Results and held the Drawing for Guns. Mr. Morrison
informed the Commission that there will be a drawing for shotguns
as a result of the voluntary check station. The shotguns are 870
Remington Expresses which have been donated by three Wild Turkey
Federation chapters in the state. These chapters are the Cenla
Fantails, Alexandria, the Northcentral Chapter, Ruston, and the
Four Rivers Chapter, Jonesville. The names that will be drawn
appeared on the voluntary check forms that were distributed across
the state to check in wild turkeys. There were approximately
fifteen hundred twenty turkeys weighed in 1last year which
represents 20-25 percent of the total harvest. At this point
during the meeting the drawing for the shotguns took place. Those
winning numbers were: 690 - Mr. Jeff Hunter, Baton Rouge, LA; 560
-Mr. J. A. Givens, Wilma (Tangipahoa), LA; 1469 - Monti Perritt,
Arcadia, LA. Concluding, Mr. Morrison informed the Commission that
the department will contact the winners.
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At Thursday's meeting Mr. Tommy Prickett reported on the Land
Acquisition Program. Mr. Prickett informed the Commission that the
department has been working on obtaining two tracts of land for
almost two years. One tract is about five hundred acres which
joins Loggy Bayou Wildlife Management Area and the other tract
joins Pointe-au-Chien Wildlife Management Area. The Pointe-au-
Chien tract will join the now divided wildlife management area
together pointed out Mr. Prickett. Both of these tracts of land
were acquired by the Nature Conservancy in behalf of the
department. The department is now in a position to acquire the
lands back from the Nature Conservancy which will require action
from the Commission. Mr. Prickett explained the new mechanics
involved in purchasing land. In the past the Secretary of the
department had the unqualified authority to buy land at any price
agreed on with a willing seller. Act 282 in 1last year's
legislature changed this and now the Commissioner of Administration
is required to be a part of any land transaction. To be sure that

. 7+ there 18 balance” on'all ‘deeds hericéforth not only willthe names

of the Secretary and Commissioner of Administration appear on the
document but also the Chairman of the Commission. This is the
reason why this resolution is being presented to the Commission
today and in the future the department will be asking the
Commission to approve any land that is acquired in the form of a
resolution rather than verbally, stated Mr. Prickett. Dr. Hines
asked how much was paid for the land. Mr. Prickett answered around
two hundred forty thousand dollars for five hundred four acres at
Loggy Bayou and seven hundred sixty eight thousand dollars for the
seventeen hundred ninety nine acres at Pointe-au-Chien. Tracts
were purchased based on appraisals. Both tracts were acquired from
the Nature Conservancy. Chairman Pol called for a motion. Mr.
Jones made a motion to accept the resolution for purchasing lands
for the Loggy Bayou WMA and the Pointe-au-Chien WMA. The motion
was seconded by Mr. Jenkins and passed unanimously.
&
(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

Resolution
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
July 5-6, 1990

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission supports
acquisition of property to provide habitat for resident and
migratory wildlife as well as public enjoyment of these
wildlife resources, and

WHEREAS, the Department and the State have been previously
authorized funding to acquire 1,799.38 acres in Terrebonne
Parish as part of the Pointe-au-Chien Wildlife Management Area
and 504.03 acres in Bossier Parish as part of Loggy Bayou
Wildlife Management Area, now
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission authorizes the Chairman and the Secretary to take
such steps as necessary to complete the acquisition of these
tracts of wildlife habitat.

Virginia Van Sickle, Secretary Warren Pol, Chairman

Mr. Prickett went on to present the next resolution on a land
donation of six hundred eighty acres near the city of Monroe. A
most generous lady named Floy McElroy Henry has a beautiful piece
of wildlife habitat and she wants to insure that the land will be
managed from now on the way that she is currently managing it,
stated Mr. Prickett. For this reason, Mrs. McElroy Henry has
offered to donate this property to the department and this
resolution will authorize the Secretary and the Chairman to accept
«the. donation explained Mr. Prickett. A motion was made by-Mr.
Jenkins to accept the six hundred eighty acres being donated by
Mrs. Floy McElroy Henry near the city of Monroe. The motion was
seconded by Dr. Hines and passed unanimously. Mr. Jones asked Mr.
Prickett to thank Mrs. Henry from the Commission. Mr. Prickett
stated that he has talked with Secretary Van Sickle and she was
going to ask the Commission if they would like to have one of the
early fall Commission meetings in north Louisiana where a
dedication ceremony could be scheduled to give Mrs. Henry some
recognition. The Commission stated that this would be fine.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

Resolution
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
July 5-6, 1990

WHEREAS, the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission supports
the acquisition of property to provide habitat for resident
and migratory wildlife as well as public enjoyment of these
resources, and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Floy McElroy Henry has offered the donation of 680.96
acres of productive wildlife habitat known as the White Island
Plantation in Richland Parish to insure that these acres will
be forever managed to benefit the wildlife resources and
public of Louisiana, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission authorizes the Chairman and the Secretary to accept .
this donation of property from Mrs. Floy McElroy Henry, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon receipt of this generous donation
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the tract shall be dedicated as the Floy Ward McElroy Wildlife
Management Area.

Virginia Van Sickle, Secretary Warren Pol, Chairman

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Johnnie Tarver presented a Notice of
Intent for the Fur Harvest Season. Mr. Tarver informed the
Commission that as of this date he could not give a report on the
last fur seasons because the audits have not been completed and
they were having difficulty receiving, from the Sheriff's Offices,
the exact number of licenses that were sold. Mr. Tarver presented
a resolution and a notice of intent to the Commission for the
establishment of the 1990-91 Fur Harvest Season. The South Zone
will be December 1 - February 28; the North Zone will be November
20 - February 15. There will be an experimental season from
February 16 - March 15 for padded jaw traps. Mr. Jones asked about
“the"latest  'status on padded jaw traps and people refusing the
purchase of hides from improper traps. Mr. Tarver commented that
the business of fur trapping has come under attack by the animal
rights groups of various types. There was a referendum passed at
a meeting held in Aspen, Colorado and it won two to one to allow
the sale of furs taken by steel jaw leghold traps. There is a move
in the European community, the EEC, to ban the use of products
caught with a steel jaw leghold traps. Last year the EEC tried
through a resolution, through the Trade Commission of England, to
prevent the sale of furs taken by the use of steel jaw leghold
traps in England which failed and now they are coming back to go
through the whole community. Canada and the U.S. have been
fighting this battle all along and will continue to do so. The
animal rights activists have had some limited impact in terms of
the fur sale. If the ability is lost to trap animals in Louisiana
the main control of the exotic rodents (nutria) will be 1lost.
Research is being continued on the soft jaw (padded) trap and part’
of the purpose for having the extension of trapping season is to°
allow this trap to be used, stated Mr. Tarver.

A motion was made by Dr. Hines to adopt the resolution and notice
of intent on the 1990-91 fur harvest season. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Jones and passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
JULY 5, 1990
1990-91 FUR HARVEST SEASON
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WHEREAS, The fur industry of Louisiana presents a major potential
resource of economy and income for many of the citizens
of our state; and

WHEREAS, This resource is a renewable natural one, which has
proven under wise management to increase the importance
in our state; and

WHEREAS, An annual harvest of the surplus animals is in keeping
with recognized wildlife management technigues based on
scientific management; and

WHEREAS, Federal restrictions imposed by the CITES Scientific
Authority concerning out-of-state shipment of otter and
bobcat furs will require placement of a possession tag
by trappers, buyers, or dealers to insure state of
.origin; and

WHEREAS, The zonation concept has continued to be beneficial in
reducing late caught unprime furs and has produced mainly
favorable comments generated within the fur industry:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice of its
intent to establish the 1990-91 Fur Harvest Season within
the State of Louisiana. The Notice of Intent attached
to and made part of this Resolution is hereby approved.

Virginia Van Sickle Warren Pol
Secretary Chairman

(The full text of the notice of
intent is made a part of the record)

NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The fur industry of Louisiana is the result of a major
wildlife resource and provides supplemental income for many of the
citizens of our state: and as this resource is a renewable natural
one, which has proven under wise management to increase in
importance; annual harvest of the surplus animals is in keeping
with sound wildlife management principles.

The creation of a north and south trapping zone continues to
allow for the most efficient harvest of prime furbearers in these
two diverse habitat types within the state. Therefore, the
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries does hereby establish the
1990-91 furbearer trapping season for the south 2zone as being
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December 1, 1990 through February 28, 1991. After carefully
considering the market situation for some upland species,
especially the raccoon, the Department, in an attempt to provide
more opportunity for trapping of bobcat and fox after deer hunting
seasons are closed, does hereby establish the 1990-91 furbearer
trapping season for the north zone as November 20, 1990 through
February 15, 1991, with the addition of an experimental season in
the north zone from February 16, 1991 through March 15, 1991, with
trapping techniques restricted to the use of Soft-Catch traps
(padded jaw traps) or their equivalent. The Department Secretary
shall be authorized to close or extend the trapping season in any
portion of the state as biologically justifiable.

Federal restrictions imposed by the CITES Scientific Authority
for otter and bobcat furs continue to require attachment of an
export tag on each of these species prior to out-of-state shipment.

e Thes regulations+ governing: ‘the annual statewide .trapping

program adopted for the 1990-91 trapping season may be viewed at
Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge,
LA, phone: (504) 765-2811.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed
rule to Johnnie Tarver, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, P.O.
Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000.

CITATION: None - Changes Annually.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:260.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, L.R. 16: (
1990).

Warren Pol
Chairman

Chairman Pol requested Mr. Tarver to call Mr. Roger Vincent, Jr.
and give him the dates for alligator season.

At Thursday's meeting Mr. Johnnie Tarver presented a Emergency
Declaration for the Alligator Harvest Program, Wild Harvest and the
Notice of intent for the Alligator Harvest Program Regulations.
Mr. Tarver presented a resolution for a emergency declaration to
set the alligator harvest season. This resolution will set in
place the alligator season that will begin September 1 and close
September 30. Mr. Tarver explained the document pertaining to the
rules and regulations on the alligator harvest program. The only
change in the document is the twenty five dollar fee for persons
picking up alligator eggs. The persons picking up the eggs are
told exactly how many eggs can be picked up and on what property
they can pick them up on. A resolution was presented by Mr.
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Tarver for the notice of intent on the alligator harvest program
regulations. The Fur and Alligator Council and the Alligator Task
Force has concurred with these documents along with Legal Division,
and Enforcement Division stated Mr. Tarver.

Chairman Pol called for a motion. A motion was made to adopt the
two resolutions, emergency declaration and notice of intent on the
alligator harvest program by Mr. McCall. The motion was seconded
by Mr. Jenkins and passed unanimously.

(The full text of the resolution is
made a part of the record)

EMERGENCY RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
JULY 5, 1990
1990-91 ALLIGATOR REGULATIONS AND SEASON

WHEREAS, The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has
the authority under State and Federal Statute to
establish an alligator season; and

WHEREAS, The alligator population in Louisiana has been determined
by biologists of the Department to be capable of
sustaining an annual harvest of surplus animals; and

WHEREAS, The removal of the surplus animals is considered to be
a wise use of this natural resource of the State of
Louisiana; '

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt the emergency
regulations for administering all aspects of the 1990

alligator season which are attached and made part of this.

resolution.
Virginia Van Sickle Warren Pol
Secretary Chairman

(The full text of the declaration
of emergency is made a part of the
record)
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DECLARATION OF EMERGENCY
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

ALLIGATOR SEASON REGULATIONS

In accordance with the emergency provisions of R.S. 49:953(b), the
Administrative Procedures Act, R.S. 49:967 which allows the
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to use emergency procedures to
set the alligator season, and R.S. 56:260, and action by the
Commission on July 6, 1990, the alligator season is hereby
established in accordance with the following regulations:

A. Purpose.

These regulatlons are to govern the taking, posse551on,
selling, ralslng and propagation of alligators statewide, both in

2 otheswild-and -in-captivity. They are -enacted to prevent depletion

or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource.
These regulations are based upon scientific study and populatlon
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of wild fauna and flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not
endangered but their 51m11ar1ty in appearance to endangered
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts;
streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator  (Alligator
mississippiensis).

2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on
designated properties described as part of the permit. The
permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the
permittee and the landowner/land manager.

18



3. Alligator Farm - An enclosed area, constructed so as to
prevent the ingress and egress of alligators from surrounding
public or private 1lands or waters and meeting other
specifications and requirements set by the Department, where
alligators are bred, propagated, or raised as a commercial
enterprise under controlled conditions.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free
movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled
area, and who may harvest alligators under the supervision of
the Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid
nongame quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or
nonresident person who takes wild alligators.

6.»Alligator*Part - Any part -of the carcass of an alligator,
except "hides tagged pursuant to all applicable laws and
regulations including the laws and regulatlons of the United
States Government, the State of Louisiana and the Louisiana
wWildlife and Flsherles Commission.

7. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who
deals in alligator parts and who:

(a) Buys from an alligator hunter, another parts dealer,
or an alligator farmer for the purpose of resale; or

(b) Manufactures within the state alligator parts into
a finished product; or

(c) Purchases, cans, processes, or distributes alligator
meat for wholesale or retail. .

8. Alligator Parts Retailer -~ Any properly licensed person
selling canned alligator parts or purchasing alligator parts
from an alligator parts dealer, and each restaurant selling
prepared alligator meat for human consumption.

9. Alligator Parts Tag - An official tag issued by the
Department that is attached to all unprocessed alligator parts
upon transfer by an alligator hunter, an alligator parts
dealer, or alligator farmer.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered label
issued by the Department required on each container of
alligators or alligator eggs being shipped or transported out
of the state.

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in
the state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months
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immediately prior to the date on which he applies for any
license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this
state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as
demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana,
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that
-vehicle.

(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state
income tax return and has complied with state income tax
~Jawsand regulations.

(2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized
under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to
which the principal place of business and more than fifty
percent of the officers, partners, or employees are
domiciled in Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year
not specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission.

14, Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting
passengers or property of any description for hire. :

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the police
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order
if the seized material in nonperishable, or disposed of
without judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator,
fish, shrimp, or other aquatic life is prepared for human
consumption; or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or
other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee
during alligator egg collection.
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19. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys raw furs or skins from fur
trappers, alligator hunters, fur buyers, or fur dealers and
who sells to another fur buyer or fur dealer within the
confines of the state or to a nonresident fur dealer licensed
by the State of Louisiana in interstate commerce, or who acts
as an agent of another fur buyer or fur dealer in this state
in such purchase or sale. Fur buyers are divided into two
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur buyers are
those who are bona fide residents of this state. All others
are nonresident fur buyers.

20. Fur Dealer - Anyone who deals in raw furs and skins and
who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and
ships or exports from this state, either directly or
‘indirectly, the raw ‘furs and skins so-bought;-or

(b) Buys from a fur buyer or other fur dealer and exports
from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw
furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product
in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished
product in this state, buying directly from a fur
trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer,
or fur dealer; or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the

purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are-
divided into two classes, resident and nonresident. -
Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide

residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur

dealers.

21. Hatchliné - A young of the year alligator which is less
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

22. Hide - (See "Pelt").

23. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or
pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

24. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.
25. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary

purpose of incubating alligator eggs.
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26. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the
landowner.

27. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department
has designated as alligator habitat.

28. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the
Department.

29. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes,
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters,
raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild quadrupeds
valuable for their furs or skins.

30. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling

. nongane <guadrupeds-on-alligator-or.fur..faras.

31. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed
to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame
quadrupeds.

32. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

33. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator
that poses a threat to human life or property.

34. Nuisance Alligator Hunter - A licensed alligator hunter
who is contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to
remove designated nuisance alligators. ’

35. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana:
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild.
alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken.

36. out Of State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered
tag, yellow:in color, issued by the Department required on
each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

37. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division
of a subsection.

' 38. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

39. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a quadruped in
such a manner as to render it marketable.

40. Person - Includes any individual person, association,
corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by
law.
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41. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den
with a pole or snagging device of any type and includes using
such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den prior
to taking.

42, Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in
possession or control, Kkeeping, detaining, restraining, or
holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for
another,

43. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting
products) that has been removed from a 1legally taken
alligator, treated to prevent decomposition, and packaged;
provided that the meat is not processed until packaged and
marked with required labeling as described in Subsection L of
these regulations.

44. Propagation - The holding of 1live alligators for
production of offspring.

45. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

46. Rearing - (See "Raising").
47. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

48. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of
wildlife and Fisheries.

49. Skin - (See "Pelt").

50. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of:
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping, :
shooting, hunting, wounding, or killing by any means or
device.

51. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping,
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment,
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land,
or water, or by any means whatsoever.

52. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

53. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained,
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing
and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other
aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum
public hunting and fishing opportunity.
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54. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by
the Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals
are protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be
conducted by the Department.

C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators,
alligator eggs, alligators parts, or goods manufactured from
alligators, except as provided in these regulations and LA.
R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator egg, or alligator part taken or
possessed in violation of these regulations shall constitute
a separate offense.

3. Hides of alllgators harvested in Louisiana shall be tagged

P in s accoraance ‘with provisions ©f ‘'these regulations —and-
deviation. from those requirements shall be a violation and
subject hides to confiscation. Violation of this part is a
class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. Violation of this part is a
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his or her person one
or more current alligator hide tags while taking alligators
provided that only one licensed hunter needs to possess
current hide tags among a group of licensed hunters who are
physically present in the same location and are conducting a
joint hunting operation. Violation of this part is a class
2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking*
device for any purpose without first dispatching and tagging'
the alligator. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation
as described in Title 56.

7. Collection of alligator hatchlings from the wild is
strictly prohibited. Taking or collection of any wild
alligator illegally is strictly prohibited. Violation of this
part is shall constitute a Class 7A violation for each
alligator taken as described in Title 56. All alligators
taken in violation of this part shall be confiscated and in
addition to all other penalties provided herein, all alligator
licenses of any type held by the offender(s}) shall be revoked
for a period of three (3) calendar years and no alligators
shall be raised or propagated on the offender's facilities for
a period of three (3) calendar years.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited
except where special scientific permits have been obtained in
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advance from the Department and specify all such shipments.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without
prior written approval of the Department is strictly
prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior
written Department approval. Violation of this part is a
class 7A violation as described in Title S56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used
+"for Department ‘sponsored scientific ~ studies with an
accompanying authorization signed by the Secretary. Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on
all skins or hides taken from any alligator, within the state,
payable to the state through the Department by the alligator
hunter or alligator farmer taking his own catch out of state,
or by the dealer. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of
Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license;

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license;

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license;

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500

deposit required);
(f) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000
deposit required):;

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;

(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(J) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;

(1) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as

alligator shipping label fee;
(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken
from within the state;
(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.
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2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an
alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in
possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell
alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No resident or nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs,
alligators, alligator skins, alligator eggs, or alligator
parts out of state. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56.

4. Every resident fur dealer, alligator hunter, alligator
parts dealer, alligator farmer, nonresident fur dealer, or
nonresident alligator hunter shall not ship or take raw
alligator skins, alligators, or alligator parts out of state
Without first complying with provision of “these'regulations.
Viclation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

5. No person may engage in the business of raising and/or
exhibiting alligators unless he or she has acquired and
possesses a valid nongame quadruped exhibitor 1license.
Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in
title 56.

6. No person may engage in the business of raising, breeding,
propagating, exhibiting and selling alligators alive or
selling their parts, and killing and transporting them and
selling their skins and carcasses unless he or she has
acquired and possesses a valid nongame quadruped breeder
license and complies with Subsections N and O of these
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation!
as described in Title 56. '

7. No person shall engage in the business of buying and
selling alligator parts unless he or she has acquired and
possesses a-valid alligator parts dealer license. Violation
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title S56.

8. Each retailer selling canned alligator parts or purchasing
alligator parts, and each restaurant selling prepared
alligator meat for human consumption shall secure from the
department an alligator parts retailer 1license prior to
commencing business. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56.

9. No person shall remove and possess alligator eggs from wild
nests unless he or she has acquired and possesses a valid
nongame game quadruped breeder license or a valid Designated
Collection Agent Permit and also has in his possession a
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valid alligator egg collection permit. Egg collection permits
will only be issued to those persons who demonstrate
competency in egg collection and handling, have necessary
equipment accessible and comply with all Department
requirements as described in Subsection N of these
regulations. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

10. No person shall ship or transport alligators out of the
state without first applying for and receiving an alligator
shipping label which shall be affixed to each container of
alligators and is properly completed and validated by
Department personnel. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56.

11. Every alligator hunter or alligator farmer shipping or
transporting his own catch of alligator skins out of state is
~liable.for the severance :‘tax ‘thereon, and shall apply for an
official out of state shipping tag to be attached to the
shipment and shall pay the severance tax prior to shipment.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

12. Valid holders of alligator hunter license, nongame
quadruped breeder license, fur dealers license and alligator
parts dealer license must comply with federal licensing and
permit requirements to engage in interstate and international
commerce involving alligators, alligator hides and parts.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

Wild Harvest Methods.

1. Alligators taken from the wild may be removed from hook:*
and line, and other legal capture devices which may be used,
only during daylight hours, between official sunrise and
official sunset. Violation of this part is a class 7A
violation as described in Title 56.

2. There are no size restrictions on wild alligators taken
during the general open season. A Department issued permit
is required to sell alligators or their skins which are less
than four (4) feet in length. Violation of this part is a
class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

3. Legal methods for taking alligators in the wild are as
follows:
(a) Hook and line;
(b) Long (including compound) bow and barbed arrow; and
(c) Firearms.
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Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

4. Hooks and arrows may be used only when a line of at least
300-pound test is securely attached to the hook or head of
the arrow in such a manner to prevent separation from the hook
or head until the carcass is retrieved. The other end of the
line must be attached to a stationary or floating object
capable of maintaining the line above water when an alligator
is attached. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

5. Alligator hunters shall inspect their hooks and lines and
remove captured alligators daily. Alligators shall not be
cut loose from hooks and lines for the purpose of selecting
larger alligators. All hooks and lines shall be removed when
an alligator hunter's quota is reached. Violation of this
~part diswa -class 7A-violation as described in Title 56.

6. Baited hooks and lines may be set no more than 24 hours
prior to the general open season and shall be removed no later
than sunset of the last day of the open season. Violation of
this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

7. No person possessing alligator hide tags issued for
privately-owned land or water may take alligators on adjacent
publicly-owned water unless the taking device is anchored to
privately-owned land or the person is on privately-owned land
when the taking occurs, provided that any alligator captured
on a legal taking device that is anchored to privately-owned
land or held by a person on privately-owned land may be
dispatched from a floating craft on public water. Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.
8. A person possessing alligator hide tags for publicly-owned-
areas may take alligators by legal means from a floating craft
on public water for which the tags are issued.

F. Alligator Hide Tag Procurement and Tagging Requirements.

1. Alligator hide tags may be obtained as follows and only to
properly licensed alligator hunters and nongame gquadruped
breeders:

2. Landowners, Land Managers and Hunters - upon application
to the Department on forms provided for tag issuance.
Applications for alligator tag allotments will be taken
annually beginning August 1 and ending 10 days after the
season opens.

(a) Maximum tag issuance to individual landowners, land
managers, or their hunters shall be determined solely by
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the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their
hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented
on a fornm prescribed by the Department at the time of
application. The location and acreage of the property
must be provided which includes parish, township, range
and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized
document from the landowner verifying their selection to
represent that landowner and the total acreage
represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) pPayment for all alligator tags shall be received by
the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator
hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license
holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued
for all unused alligator tags which are returned within
the required time frame designated in these regulations.

Viclation of parts 1 and 2 of this Subsection are class 2
violations as described in Title 56.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request to the Department at any
time at least two weeks prior to scheduled harvesting, subject
to verification of available stock by Department personnel.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out
of season, at night, or on property other than that for which
hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and alligators in
possession shall be confiscated and the violator's alligator
hunting license shall be revoked. Violation of this part is,
a class 7A violation as described in Title 56. ;

5. Special instructions will be issued to the holders of
alligator hunting licenses immediately prior to the annual
open season describing detailed methods regarding the skinning
of alligators. Alligator farmers shall adhere to the annual
skinning requirements when skinning farm raised alligators.
Alligators not skinned in compliance with the established
specific requirements shall be considered illegal and shall
be confiscated by the Department.

6. It shall be a violation for any alligator hunter, alligator
farmer, fur buyer, or fur dealer who knowingly attempts to
sell an alligator hide that was not skinned in accordance with
the established specific requirements. Violation of this part
is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

7. A hide tag shall be attached in the last six (6) inches of
an alligator's tail immediately upon possession by an
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the Department. Landowners, land managers, or their
hunters shall certify total acreage owned or represented
on a form prescribed by the Department at the time of
application. The location and acreage of the property
must be provided which includes parish, township, range
and section delineation figures.

(b) Land managers and hunters must present a notarized
document from the landowner verifying their selection to
represent that landowner and the total acreage
represented to obtain hide tags.

(c) Payment for all alligator tags shall be received by
‘the Department prior to issuance. Numbered alligator
hide tags shall only be issued in the name of the license
holder and are nontransferable. A refund will be issued
for all unused alligator tags which are returned within
v the regquired time frame designated in these regulations.

Violation of parts 1 and 2 of this Subsection are class 2
violations as described in Title 56.

3. Alligator farmers - upon request to the Department at any
time at least two weeks prior to scheduled harvesting, subject
to verification of available stock by Department personnel.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

4. If an alligator hunter is cited for hunting alligators out
of season, at night, or on property other than that for which
hide tags were issued, all unused hide tags and alligators in
possession shall be confiscated and the violator's alligator
hunting license shall be revoked. Violation of this part is,
a class 7A violation as described in Title 56. )

5. Special instructions will be issued to the holders of
alligator hunting licenses immediately prior to the annual
open season describing detailed methods regarding the skinning
of alligators. Alligator farmers shall adhere to the annual
skinning requirements when skinning farm raised alligators.
Alligators not skinned in compliance with the established
specific requirements shall be considered illegal and shall
be confiscated by the Department.

6. It shall be a violation for any alligator hunter, alligator
farmer, fur buyer, or fur dealer who Xknowingly attempts to
sell an alligator hide that was not skinned in accordance with
the established specific requirements. Violation of this part
is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

7. A hide tag shall be attached in the last six (6) inches of
an alligator's tail immediately upon possession by an
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alligator hunter. The tag shall be attached in accordance
with instructions issued by the Department. Alligator farmers
may wait until farm raised alligators are skinned prior to
tagging. Live or dead farm raised alligators may be
transported with their accompanying tags from a 1licensed
alligator farm to a licensed processing facility, however,
each shipment shall be accompanied with the exact number of
alligator hide tags. Violation of this part is a class 7A
violation as described in Title 56.

G. Open Season, Open Areas, and Bag Limits.
1. Open seasons are as follows:

(a) The general open season for taking alligators in the

wild shall run for a 30 day period beginning on September

1, 1990 through September 30, 1990. The Secretary shall

.. - .berauthorized -to.close, .extend .or .recpen .the..season.as
~% 7+ ' biologically justifiable.

(b) Nuisance control hunters may take nuisance alligators
at any time as prescribed by the Department.

(c) Farm raised alligators may be taken at any time
following the issuance of hide tags by the Department.

(d) The open season for collection of alligator eggs from
the wild shall be from May 15 through September 15 of
each calendar year.

Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56. '

.

2. The open areas are as follows: .
(a) For the general open season, those areas designated.
by the technical staff of the Department as alligator
habitat and which can sustain an alligator harvest.

(b) The Department may select public lakes and lands for
an experimental alligator hunting program. The harvest
will be controlled by a tag allotment for each lake as
determined by Department personnel. Applicants for
public lake hunting must be 16 years of age or older.
Applications must be received at least 10 days prior to
the season opening date. A public drawing will be held
to select hunters. An alligator hunter can receive tags
for and hunt on only one public lake per season. The tag
quota for each lake and hunter will be established by the
technical staff of the Department. Alligator tags issued
on public lakes and lands are nontransferable.
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(c) Wild alligators in the remainder of the state may be
taken only under provisions as prescribed by the
Department.

Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

3. The daily and season bag limit is equal to the number of
valid alligator hide tags that a licensed alligator hunter
possesses. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as
described in Title 56.

4. Non resident alligator hunters may only take three (3)
alligator during the open season. Violation of this part is
a class 4 violation as described in Title 56.

5. Harvest rates will be calculated annually by Department

.~personnel ..based ...on :biological .data. Alligator .hide tag
allotments will be established prior to issuance of alligator
hunting licenses.

H. Possession.

1. No person shall possess alligators or alligator hides in
Louisiana without valid official tags properly attached.
Failure to properly tag an alligator or hide shall result in
confiscation of both the alligator or hide and tag. Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator farmers may request hide tags or shipping labels

from the Department to be used on farm-raised alligators that

have died unexpectedly and may hold those alligators in

freezers until receipt of the requested hide tags or shipping

labels. These alligators may be held in freezers for a.
maximum of 60 days prior to disposal. All alligators 24
inches and greater in length that die unexpectedly must be

properly skinned and tagged with an alligator hide tag.

Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described

in Title 56.,

3. No person other than a licensed alligator hunter, licensed
alligator farmer, licensed fur buyer or licensed fur dealer
may possess a tagged or labeled alligator, a tagged raw or
salted hide of an alligator at any time, provided that legally
documented tagged or labeled alligators or tagged hides may
be possessed without license while in transit, or during
processing for tanning or taxidermy. Violation of this part
is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

4. No person other than a 1licensed alligator farmer or
licensed non game guadruped exhibitor may possess 1live
alligators at any time other than by a permit issued by the
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Department upon request for use in displays and educational-
purposes, and by holders of valid Department issued permits
for scientific purposes. Live, farm raised alligators and
their alligator hide tags may be held for processing by a
properly licensed alligator skinning facility without a
license or permit. Violation of this part is a class 7A
violation as described in Title 56.

S. No person other than a licensed alligator farmer or
licensed non game quadruped exhibitor may possess alligator
eggs at any time other than Department permitted Designated
Collection Agents assisting a licensed and permitted alligator
farmer during wild egg collection, or a holder of a valid
Department issued permit for scientific purposes. Any
alligators hatched from scientific permits issued by the
Department will be returned to the wild under Departmental
supervision following completion of the research project.

Y eai 7 Violation.-of .this..part is.a..class .7A.violation .as described
in Title 56.

I. Importation, Exportation, Purchase, and Sale.

1. Alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts of
alligators, may be brought into the state only if the
alligators, alligator hides or parts of alligators were
lawfully taken in another state or country and the person,
firm or corporation bringing the alligators, alligator hides
(raw or salted), or alligator parts into the state has
obtained written permission from the Department. Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title
56.

2. All alligators, alligator hides (raw or salted), or parts
of alligators possessed, sold, purchased, exported, imported,:
or brought into the state from another state shall be.
accompanied by documented evidence that they were lawfully
taken. Documented evidence shall consist of, but not be
limited to:

(a) A resource user license or permit number allowing
the taking of alligators and tags or other identification
required by the state or country of origin shall be
firmly attached to the alligator, alligator hide, or
parts of alligators; and

(b) A tag or label is affixed to the outside of any
package or container of alligators, alligator hides, or
alligator parts that specifies type of contents,
indicates quantity contained, and 1lists applicable
license or permit numbers.
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Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

3. Purchases of alligators, alligator hides and alligator
parts are restricted as follows:

(a) A 1licensed alligator hunter may not purchase
alligators or alligator hides from anyone.

(b) A licensed fur buyer may purchase alligator hides
from an Louisiana licensed alligator hunter, licensed
alligator farmer, licensed fur dealer, or another fur
buyer within the confines of the state.

.{ec} .A licensed fur dealer may purchase alligator hides
from a licensed alligator - hunter, licensed alligator
farmer, fur buyer or another fur dealer.

(d) A licensed alligator farmer may purchase 1live
alligators only from another licensed alligator farmer
or the Department.

(e) An alligator farmer may purchase alligator eggs only
from another alligator farmer, a landowner/land manager
(with an approved Department alligator egg collection
permit), or the Department.

(f) A licensed alligator parts dealer may purchase
alligator parts from an licensed alligator hunter,
alligator farmer, another alligator parts dealer, or the
Department.

(g) A licensed parts retailer may purchase canned’
alligator parts or alligator parts from an alligator
parts dealer.

(h) A restaurant may purchase alligator meat to sell
prepared for human consumption with a alligator parts
retailer license.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title S56.

4. Sales of alligators and alligator parts are restricted as
follows:

(a) A licensed alligator hunter may sell alligators,
alligator hides, or alligator parts taken by the licensee
during the general open season to anyone who may legally
purchase.
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(b) A licensed alligator farmer may sell alligators,
alligator eggs, alligator hides, or alligator parts to
anyone who may legally purchase. The sale of alligator
eggs or live alligators shall only occur following the
issuance of an Alligator Transfer Authorization Permit
issued by the Department. BApplication for the permit
shall be made at least 2 weeks prior to the transfer.

(c) A licensed fur buyer may sell alligator hides to a
fur dealer or another fur buyer within the confines of
the state.

(d) A licensed fur dealer may sell alligator hides to
anyone who may legally purchase.

(e) A licensed alligator parts dealer may sell alligator
parts to anyone.

(f) A licensed alligator parfs retailer may sell canned
alligator parts, processed alligator parts, or alligator
meat to anyone.

(g) A restaurant possessing an alligator parts retailer
license may sell alligator meat prepared for human
consumption to anyone.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in
Title S56.

5. Legally tagged and documented alligators, alligator hides,
and parts of alligators taken in Louisiana may be shipped out
of state or exported by alligator hunters, alligator farmers,
fur dealers and alligator parts dealers subject to Subsection
K of these regulations (relating to Report Requirements).
provided that no 1live alligators or eggs originating in.
Louisiana may be exported outside of the United States without
specific Department authorization and the concurrence of the
United States Fish and Wildlife Service, to be used only for
scientific purposes. Violation of this part is a class 3
violation as described in Title 56.

6. A special permit is required of anyone who sells alligator
eggs, live alligators under four (4) feet in length, or skins
of alligators under four (4) feet in length. Violation of
this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

J. Nuisance Alligator Control.
1. Nuisance alligator hunters will be selected by the
Department and may be based upon recommendations received from
the local governing body. Applicants with prior alligator
hunting violations will be rejected.
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2. Nuisance alligator hunters shall purchase a valid alligator
hunter 1license and are bound by all 1laws, rules and
regulations governing alligator hunting with the exception
that nuisance alligators may be taken at anytime. Violation
of this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

3. Nuisance alligator complaints will be verified by
Department personnel prior to being approved for removal.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56. ’

4. Tags will be issued to nuisance alligator hunters for
immediate attachment to alligators when taken. Nuisance
alligator hunters will make every attempt possible to catch
nuisance alligators and relocate to natural habitat selected
by the Department. It is unlawful for any nuisance alligator
“captured -alive ‘to be sd6¢ld or otherwise disposed-of..on .an
alligator farm. Alligators and alligator parts taken and
tagged under these provisions may be retained and sold by the
nuisance alligator hunter as any other legally taken wild
alligator or alligator part. Violation of this part is a
class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

5. Nuisance alligator hunters may take alligators by any means
prescribed by the Department. Failure to comply with
Departmental instructions may result in immediate termination
of the individual's participation in the nuisance alligator
program. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as
described in Title 56.

K. Report Requirements.

1. Report forms provided by the Department must be completed’ .
and filed with the Department by all persons who have been -
issued an alligator hunter's license, fur buyer's license,
fur dealer's license, nongame quadruped exhibitor's license,
nongame quadruped breeder's license, alligator parts dealer's
license, or alligator egg collection permit in accordance with
this Subsection. Reports shall include but not be limited to
the information specified in this Subsection.

2. Alligator hunters receiving hide tags from the Department
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction form
furnished by the Department for each alligator part
transaction. These forms shall be submitted to the
Department within 30 days following the close of the
season and thereafter at 60-day intervals until all parts
are sold.
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(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms
shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days
following the close of the season. Lost or stolen tags
will not be replaced.

(c) All unused tags must be returned to the Department
within 15 days following the close of the season.
Violation of this requirement shall result in no license
or alligator tags being issued to the violator for a
period of one year.

(d) The Department must be notified within 15 days
following the close of the season, of any alligator hides
not sold to a fur buyer or fur dealer on official forms
provided by the Department.

{e) -Each "licensed alligator hunter selling. alligator
parts to a person or a restaurant shall provide that
person with a bill of sale for each transaction.

(f) All records of transactions involving alligator parts
of alligator hunters shall be available for inspection
by the Department.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

3. A nuisance alligator hunter shall comply with the same
report requirements as an alligator hunter and complete any
other reports required by the Department. Violation of this
requirement shall result in immediate termination of nuisance
alligator hunter status. Violation of this part is a class
2 violation as described in Title 56. N

4. Alligator farmers receiving hide tags from the Department
are responsible for disposition of all issued tags and must:

(a) Complete an official alligator parts transaction
form, furnished by the Department for each alligator part
transaction. These forms shall be submitted to the
Department within 30 days following the last day of the
year that issued tags are valid and thereafter at 60~
day intervals until all parts are sold. Violation of
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title

56.

(b) Complete an official lost tag form, furnished by the
Department for any hide tags lost or stolen. These forms
shall be submitted to the Department within 15 days
following the last day of the year that issued tags are
valid. Lost or stolen tags will not be replaced.
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Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as
described in Title 56.

(c) All unused hide tags must be returned to the
Department within 15 days following the last day of the
year that issued tags are valid. Violation of this
requirement shall result in the revocation of the nongame
quadruped breeder's license. Violation of this part is
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

(d) The Department must be notified within 15 days
following the last day of the year that issued tags are
valid of any alligator hide not sold to a fur buyer or
fur dealer on official forms provided by the Department.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as
described in Title 56.

(e) Each alligator farmer shall report annually, no later
than December 31, on an official form provided by the
Department, all activities that have occurred on the farm
for the past year including but not limited to the number
of live alligators as of that date, separated by sizes,
the number of eggs collected and hatched, the purchase
and sale of alligators for the past year and the numbers
of alligators lost. Failure to complete this form
properly and completely will result in non renewal of the
nongame quadruped breeder's license. Violation of this
part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

(f) Each licensed alligator farmer selling alligator
parts to a person or a restaurant shall furnish that
person with a bill of sale for each transaction.
Violation of this part is a class 2 violation.

Fur buyers and fur dealers engaged in the business of

buying and selling alligator hides must keep within the state
a complete record on forms provided by the Department, all
purchases and sales made of alligator hides as described in
Title 56, and;

(a) Every buyer or dealer having undressed alligator
hides in his possession after the close of each open
season shall file with the Department within 60 days or
prior to shipping out of state, a complete report, on
forms provided by the Department, a detailed description
of alligator hides then owned or held in possession as
owner or agent.

Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as described in
Title 56.
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6. Fur dealers engaged in the business of buying and selling
alligator hides must maintain complete records of alligator
hides purchased inside and outside the state as described in
Title 56. Failure to maintain complete records and to pay
the required severance tax subjects any dealer to the full
penalties provided and the immediate revocation of his license
by the Department. No license shall be issued to a dealer who
has not paid the tax for the preceding year. Violation of
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator parts dealers purchasing alligator parts, shall .
complete an official alligator parts purchase form for each
purchase. Alligator parts dealers selling alligator parts,
shall complete an official alligator parts sale form for each
sale. These forms shall be furnished by the Department and
shall be submitted to the Department within 30 days following
the close of the open season and at 60-day intervals until
< fimal~disposition “of“all- wild parts. -These-forms shall be
submitted annually for all farm raised alligator parts, and;

(a) Alligator parts dealers shall furnish a bill of sale
to anyone purchasing alligator parts.

(b) The records of transactions involving alligator parts
shall be available for inspection by the Department and
shall be maintained complete for a period of one year
following any transaction.

Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

8. Any alligator parts retailer or restaurant purchasing
alligator parts shall maintain a bill of sale for each
purchase for a period of six months after such purchase and.
these records shall be available for inspection by the:-
Department. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as
described in Title 56.

L. Alligator Meat.

1. Alligator meat from lawfully taken alligators can only be
sold according to state and federal laws, Louisiana Department
of Health and Hospltals regulations and Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission regulations. Violation of this part is
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

2. Alligator meat processed in the State of LoulSlana and sold
for human consumptlon must be processed in a licensed facility
approved by the Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals
and the facility must display a valid permit issued by that
agency. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as
described in Title 56.
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3. Alligator carcasses being shipped whole shall be tagged
with an alligator parts tag properly identifying the carcasses
and shall remain on the carcasses until the processing makes
identification impossible. Violation of this part is a class
3 violation as described in Title 56.

4. Alligator hunters and alligator farmers involved in
alligator parts transactions with individual consumers shall
properly tag all alligator parts and the parts tag shall
remain attached until final disposition. Violation of this
part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

5. All alligator meat processed for sale must be packaged in

suitable containers which identifies the contents as alligator

meat, is marked with a valid Department license number and

. .comply .with. all .state and federal packaging and labeling

* reguirements. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation
as described in Title 56.

6. All alligator meat shipped into the state and being offered
for sale must meet all of Louisiana's health, processing,
packaging and labeling requirements. Violation of this part
is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

M. Disposal of Alligators by the Department.

1. The Department may sell alligators, alligator eggs or parts
of alligators taken for any purpose deemed necessary for
proper management of the species pursuant to Title 56.

2. The Department may dispose of alligators, alligator eggs,
or parts of alligators by donation or lending to a scientific,
institution or other institutions that the Department deems
have need for such alligators, however these institutions
cannot sell or barter these animals and must be returned to
the Department at the conclusion of the program or need.

3. Confiscated alligator hides and parts may be destroyed by
the Department pending the outcome of the criminal trial.

4. Confiscated live alligator eggs or alligators will be cared
for by the Department and released in suitable alligator
habitat when and where they can survive. All costs incurred
by the Department in the maintenance of these eggs and animals
in captivity shall be the responsibility of the offender and
“restitution shall be made to the Department.

N. Alligator Egg Collection.

1. Alligator egg collection permits are a three party permit
between the Department, the permittee and a landowner/manager
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who owns or leases alligator nesting habitat determined by
Department biologists to be capable of producing alligator
eggs. The numbers of eggs to be collected will be based upon
biological management criteria and will determined annually
by technical staff of the Department. The Department only
estimates the numbers of eggs available and assumes no
responsibility or offers no guarantee that those numbers of
eggs will be available. Alligator egg collection permits may
be obtained upon application to the Department on forms
provided by the Department. The annual deadline for
submitting applications for Alligator Egg Collection Permits
is June 1. This program is experimental and may be changed
at any time based on biological data to insure for proper
management of the wild alligator population.

2. Alligator egg collection permits may be issued by the
Department provided:

(a) Permittee is a properly licensed alligator farmer
and meets all applicable requirements in Subsection O of
these regulations (Alligator Farm Facility Requirements).

(b) All land documentation required on the alligator egg
collection permit has been presented to the Department.

(c) Department biologists determine the properties
described on the permit application are indeed alligator
nesting habitat and <can sustain alligator egg
collections.

(d) Applicant has obtained all legal and necessary
signatures from landowners/land managers.

Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described.
in Title 56. '

3. It is unlawful for an alligator farmer or a permitted
Designated Collection Agent to collect eggs from properties
other than those described in the alligator egg collection
permit. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as
described in Title 56.

4. An alligator farmer or designated collection agent in the
act of collecting or possessing alligator eggs must possess
on his or her person a copy of the fully executed alligator
egg collection permit. The designated collection agent must
also possess a valid designated collection agent permit.
Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

5. Collection of wild alligator eggs can only be made after
contacting the appropriate Department Enforcement Agent no
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less than 24 hours prior to each collection trip. Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title
56.

6. Alligator eggs can only be collected from the wild from
official sunrise to official sunset and only during the
established alligator egg collection season. Violation of
this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

7. Alligator eggs collected from the wild must be collected
and transported in a manner which insures the greatest
survival of viable eggs as determined by Department
biologists. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

8. Each clutch of alligator eggs collected should be
maintained as a separate entity from time of collection
~through- incubation and-hatching.

9. Failure to hatch at least 70% of viable alligator eggs
collected from the wild shall be considered a waste of
Louisiana's natural resources. All alligator egg collection
permits shall be revoked and no new permits issued should an
alligator farmer be found to waste the resources of this state
for two consecutive years.

10. Alligator egg collection permits shall be revoked and no
new permits issued to alligator farmers who fail to average
a minimum hatchling survival rate of 85% for two consecutive
years.

11. The alligator egg collection permittee and the landowner
are responsible for returning the percentage of 1live
alligators to the wild described on the alligator egq’
collection permit. This requirement is nontransferable. .
Minimum return rates will be based upon the state average
hatching success which 1is 78%. Each alligator shall be
returned to the original egg collection area. Each alligator
shall be a minimum of 48" in size and the returned sex ratio
should contain at least 50% females. The Department shall be
responsible for supervising the required return of these
alligators. Releases back to the wild will only occur between
April 15 and September 15 of each calendar year. Should an
alligator egg collection permittee be unable to release the
required number of alligators to the wild from his own stock,
he shall be required to purchase additional alligators from
another farmer to meet compliance with the alligator egg
collection permit and these regulations, as supervised by the
Department. Department sanctioned participants in ongoing
studies involving survivability and return rates are exempt
from these requirements during the period of the study.
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Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

12. The percentage of 48" alligators to be returned to the
wild shall be selected from the healthiest of all alligators
of that year class. Abnormal or deformed alligators are not
acceptable for release into the wild. It is unlawful for
alligators that are to be returned to the wild to be
transported out of state. Violation of this part is a class
7A violation as described in Title 56.

0. Alligator Farm Facility Requirements.

1. All first time applicants for a nongame quadruped breeder's
or exhibitor's license who will house alligators on their
premises shall show compliance of the following minimum
facilities as applicable to their particular operation during

+w# a reguiredrfacility examination by Department personnel prior

to license issuance:

(a) Secured premises with adequate barriers to prevent
escape of enclosed alligators and entry by alligators
from outside the farm and to deter theft of alligators.

(b) Source of clean, fresh water which shall be adequate
to ensure for proper care of all alligator stock and
facilities. This requirement shall be determined by
Department personnel.

(c) Provisions for both dry area and pooled water within
the secured area adequate for the numbers of alligators
to be housed on the premises. This requirement will be
determined by Department personnel.

we

(d) Provision for winter protection, either through"
adequate denning space or an enclosed, controlled-
temperature environment of a design acceptable to the
Department.

(e) All controlled-temperature alligator sheds shall be
of a design acceptable to the Department. Each shed
shall be capable of maintaining a minimum constant
temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit. Minimum space
requirements for alligators housed in the shed shall be:

(i) One square foot of space shall be required for
each alligator less than 24" in length.

(ii) Three square feet of space shall be required
for each alligator measuring 25" to 48" in length.
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(iii) One additional square foot of space shall be
required for each additional 6 inches of alligator
length for alligators above four feet in length.

(£) All alligator egg incubators shall be of a design
acceptable to the Department. Each incubator shall
maintain a water and air temperature of 85 to 91 degrees
fahrenheit during the egg incubation.

(g) Applicant must be in compliance with all laws and
regulations pertaining to zoning, construction, health
and environmental standards and must possess any and all
appllcable permits and licenses.

(h) All alligator facilities should be constructed in an
suitable location so as to minimize contact with people.

v 2¢ 7 Pollowing initial ‘issuance’ ©of  applicable "license, all

applicable facility requirements shall be adhered to and
Department personnel have the authority to 1nspect any and
all of the facilities at any time. Failure to adhere to the
requirements shall be a violation of these rules and violators
will be given 60 days to correct the problem. Failure to
comply shall result in confiscation of all animals and/or
closure of all facilities. Violation of this part is a class
7A violation as described in Title 56.

3. All alligator farmers possessing alligator eggs outside an
alligator nest should house these eggs in identifiable
original clutch groups in an incubator providing constant
temperature and humidity conditions. All incubators used to
incubate alligator eggs shall be of a design to allow for

maximum temperature control and conform to Department

requirements to allow for the maximum hatching success.
Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

4. All alligator farmers possessing alligator hatchlings shall
house hatchlings in controlled environmental chambers capable
of maintaining a minimum temperature of 80 degrees fahrenheit
year round and containing dry and wet areas of sufficient
surface area to permit all alligators to completely submerge
in water and completely exit from water and orient in any
direction, without touching the sides of the chambers. All
alligators 48" or 1less in length shall be housed in
environmental chambers unless a special permit is issued by
the Department to move them to outside growth areas.
Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

5. Alligator farmers shall house alligators of different
lengths into at least three groups, providing separation for
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all alligators less than two feet in length, two to four feet
in length, and over four feet in length. Land and water areas
sufficient for complete submersion or complete exit from water
shall be provided for each group of alligators held.
Violation of this part is a class 7A violation as described
in Title 56.

6. Nesting activity of captive alligators shall be recorded
with weekly accounts of nests constructed, eggs collected,
number of viable eggs set and hatching success. Violation of
this part is a class 3 violation as described in Title 56.

7. Complete written records shall be maintained by the license
holder and shall be submitted to the Department on a
standardized annual report form provided by the Department,
which shall be provided as part of the annual license renewal.

- Theserreports-must-be~submitted-no later - than December.31 of
each year. Violation of this part is a class 3 violation as
described in Title 56.

8. All facilities, alligator stock, and records are subject
to examination by Department personnel prior to permitting
and thereafter during farm operation. Violation of this part
is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

9. It shall be unlawful for alligator eggs or alligators to
be moved from a licensed premises without approval of the
Department. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

P. Exceptions.

1. These regqulations do not require licenses, labels, or:
permits for consumers who purchase or possess goods processed-
or manufactured from alligators which have been legally taken
or raised, provided that such goods are used by the consumer
and are not sold or bartered in conjunction with a wholesale
or retail business activity.

2. The Department or an authorized representative of the
Department may take by any means and possess alligators or
parts of alligators while in the performance of official
duties.

3. These regulations shall not prohibit a person from killing
an alligator in immediate defense of his or her life or the
lives of others. Alligators killed under this provision must
be reported to the Department within 24 hours. Violation of
this part is a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.
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4. These regulations do not require a state license or permit
of persons who deal in finished alligator leather products.

Q. Penalty for Violation.

1. In order to facilitate greater control over alligator
trafficking, the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries finds that public welfare imperatively requires
emergency action when the provisions of these regulations are
violated.

2. If citations are issued for a violation of these
regulations, all licenses and tags belonging to or in the
possession of the cited party shall be suspended until such
time as the said party appears before Department officials
for purposes of reviewing the citations issued. The

.Secretary, after reviewing the proceedings may reinstate or

revoke the suspension. The alleged violator may lose all
rights and privileges to participate in this program if found
guilty by criminal or civil process.

3. The Department shall have the authority to confiscate any
alligators or alligator eggs from any person or facility that
is not caring for the alligators or alligator eggs in a humane
manner. Inhumane treatment of alligators or alligator eggs
consists but is not limited to conditions which could have an
adverse effect upon the alligators or alligator eggs such as
sanitary conditions, temperature control, feeding, or
overcrowding. The confiscated alligators and alligator eggs
shall be disposed of as the Department deems necessary.
Inhumane treatment of alligators or alligator eggs is a class
7A violation as described in Title 56.

4. In addition to all penalties set forth herein, violators®
may be subject to criminal prosecution under provisions of
the Louisiana Revised Statutes, particularly Titles 14 and 56
and under Federal law.

5. In addition to all other penalties provided by these rules
and by statute, violation of any part of these regulations may
result in the suspension and/or revocation of any or all
alligator licenses held by the violator and, as further
penalty, for serious, repeat, or multiple violations, the
Department shall have the right to deny a violator any and all
licenses relating to alligators for a period not to exceed
three (3) years.
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This is to certify that the above and foregoing is a true copy of
the excerpt of the meeting of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries

Commission held in Baton Rouge, Louisiana on July 5, 1990.

Warren Pol
Chairman

(The full text of the resolution
is made a part of the record)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
ALLIGATOR REGULATIONS
JULY 5, 1990

WHEREAS, The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries has
the authority under State and Federal Statute to
establish.alligator .regulations;.and

WHEREAS, The alligator population in Louisiana has been determined
by biologists of the Department to be capable of
sustaining an annual harvest of surplus animals; and

WHEREAS, The alligator farming program is regulated by the
Department through regulations enacted by the Louisiana

Wildlife and Fisheries Commission:

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Louisiana Wildlife and
Fisheries Commission does hereby adopt regulations for
administering all aspects of the alligator program which
are attached and made part of this resolution.

Virginia Van Sickle Warren Pol .
Secretary Chairman .

(The full text of the notice of
intent is made a part of the record)

NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The alligator industry of Louisiana represents a renewable
resource, valuable to the economy providing income to approximately
110 alligator farmers and in excess of 1,500 alligator hunters.
The alligator farming program and the annual harvest of surplus
wild and nuisance alligators is in keeping with wise wildlife
management techniques based upon scientific research conducted by
the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.
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The Department does hereby give notice of its intent to
establish the following alligator regulations. The regulations
governing the alligator harvest program and the alligator farming
program may be viewed at Wildlife and Fisheries Headquarters, 2000
Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA, phone: (504) 765-2811.

PART V. WILD QUADRUPEDS AND WILD BIRDS
Chapter 7. Alligators
#701. Alligator Regulations
A. Purpose.

These regulations are to govern the taking, possession,
selling, raising and propagation of alligators statewide, both in
..the .wild-and in-captivity.. They.are.enacted to.prevent. depletion
or waste, while enhancing utilization of this renewable resource.
These regulations are based upon scientific study and population
monitoring and are consistent with federal requirements to qualify
alligators and alligator parts from Louisiana for international
export under the Convention on International Trade in Endangered
Species of wild fauna and flora. Alligators in Louisiana are not
endangered but their similarity in appearance to endangered
crocodilian species requires controls on commerce to minimize
illegal trafficking of these species and to regulate and maintain
the wild population of alligators. These regulations provide rules
to enhance alligator farming operations; establish the methods of
alligator harvest; establish minimum facility requirements for
alligator farming; regulate commerce in alligators, eggs and parts;
streamline necessary reporting requirements; and, establish a
regulated nuisance alligator control program.

B. Definitions.

The following words and phrases for purposes of these
regulations shall have the meaning ascribed to them in this
section, unless the context wherein the particular word or phrase
is used clearly indicates a different meaning:

1. Alligator - American alligator (Alligator
mississippiensis).

2. Alligator Egg Collection Permit - A permit issued by the
Department allowing for the collection of alligator eggs on
designated properties described as part of the permit. The
permit will be signed by the Secretary or his designee, the
permittee and the landowner/land manager.

3. Alligator Farm - An enclosed area, constructed so as to
prevent the ingress and egress of alligators from surrounding
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public or private 1lands or waters and meeting other
specifications and requirements set by the Department, where
alligators are bred, propagated, or raised as a commercial
enterprise under controlled conditions.

4. Alligator Farmer - A properly licensed person who raises
alligators under controlled conditions which prohibit free
movement of the animals onto and off of the farm or controlled
area, and who may harvest alligators under the supervision of
the Department. An alligator farmer must possess a valid
nongame quadruped breeder's license.

5. Alligator Hunter - A properly licensed resident or
nonresident person who takes wild alligators.

6. Alligator Part - Any part of the carcass of an alligator,
except hides tagged pursuant to all applicable laws and

-+ .regulations.including the :laws:and.regulations of the United

States Government, the State of Louisiana and the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

7. Alligator Parts Dealer - Any properly licensed person who
deals in alligator parts and who:

(a) Buys from an alligator hunter, another parts dealer,
or an alligator farmer for the purpose of resale; or

(b) Manufactures within the state alligator parts into
a finished product; or

(c) Purchases, cans, processes, or dlstrxbutes alligator
meat for wholesale or retail.

8. Alligator Parts Retailer - Any properly licensed person:
selling canned alligator parts or purchasing alligator parts.
from an alligator parts dealer, and each restaurant selling
prepared alligator meat for human consumption.

9. Alligator Parts Tag - An official tag issued by the
Department that is attached to all unprocessed alligator parts
upon transfer by an alligator hunter, an alligator parts
dealer, or alligator farmer.

10. Alligator Shipping Label - A serially numbered 1label
issued by the Department required on each container of
alligators or alligator eggs being shipped or transported out
of the state. .

11. Bona Fide Resident (1) - Any person who has resided in
the state of Louisiana continuously during the twelve months
immediately prior to the date on which he applles for any
license and who has manifested his intent to remain in this
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state by establishing Louisiana as his legal domicile, as
demonstrated with all of the following, as applicable:

(a) If registered to vote, he is registered to vote in
Louisiana.

(b) If licensed to drive a motor vehicle, he is in
possession of a Louisiana driver's license.

(c) If owning a motor vehicle located within Louisiana,
he is in possession of a Louisiana registration for that
vehicle.

'(d) If earning an income, he has filed a Louisiana state
income tax return and has complied with state income tax
laws and regulations.

P (2) As to a corporation or other legal entity, a resident
shall be any which is incorporated or otherwise organized
under and subject to the laws of Louisiana, and as to
which the principal place of business and more than fifty
percent of the officers, partners, or employees are
domiciled in Louisiana.

12. Closed Season - That period of time of a calendar year
not specifically included in the open season.

13. Commission - The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission.

14. Common Carrier - Any agency or person transporting
passengers or property of any description for hire.

15. Confiscation - The exercise of a right under the pollce
power wherein property is seized and held pending court order
if the seized material in nonperishable, or disposed of
without judicial intervention if perishable.

16. Consumer - Restaurants and other places where alligator,
fish, shrimp, or other aquatlc life is prepared for human
consumptlon, or any person using alligator, fish, shrimp, or
other aquatic life for bait or personal consumption.

17. Department - The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries.

18. Designated Collection Agent - Anyone who is permitted by
the Department to assist an alligator egg collection permittee
during alligator egg collection.

19. Fur Buyer - Anyone who buys raw furs or skins from fur
trappers, alligator hunters, fur buyers, or fur dealers and
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who sells to another fur buyer or fur dealer within the
confines of the state or to a nonresident fur dealer licensed
by the State of Louisiana in interstate commerce, or who acts
as an agent of another fur buyer or fur dealer in this state
in such purchase or sale. Fur buyers are divided into two
classes, resident and nonresident. Resident fur buyers are
those who are bona fide residents of this state. All others
are nonresident fur buyers.

20. Fur Dealer ~ Anyone who deals in raw furs and skins and
who:

(a) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, or
alligator farmer, either directly or indirectly, and
ships or exports from this state, either directly or
indirectly, the raw furs and skins so bought; or

< fb). . Buys.from . a fur buyer.or.other fur dealer and exports
¥ from this state the raw furs and skins so bought; or

(c) Buys from a fur trapper, alligator hunter, alligator
farmer, fur buyer, or other dealer and sells such raw
furs and skins for manufacturing into a finished product
in this state; or

(d) Manufactures such furs and skins into a finished
product 'in this state, buying directly from a fur
trapper, alligator hunter, alligator farmer, fur buyer,
or fur dealer; or

(e) Transports raw furs or skins into this state for the
purpose of sale within the state. Fur dealers are
divided into two classes, resident and nonresident.

Resident fur dealers are those who are bona fide;
residents of this state. All others are nonresident fur.

dealers.

21. Hatchling - A young of the year alligator which is less
than twenty three (23) inches in length.

22. Hide - (See "Pelt").

23. Hook - Any curved or bent device attached to a line or
pole for the purpose of taking alligators.

24. Hunt - In different tenses, attempting to take.

25. Incubator - An apparatus designed and used for the primary
purpose of incubating alligator eggs.

26. Land Manager - Any authorized person who represents the
landowner.
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27. Landowner - Any person who owns land which the Department
has designated as alligator habitat.

28. Licensee - Any resident or nonresident lawful holder of
an effective license duly issued under the authority of the
Department.

29. Nongame Quadruped - Alligators, beavers, bobcats, coyotes,
gray foxes, minks, muskrats, nutrias, opossums, otters,
raccoons, red foxes, skunks, and other wild gquadrupeds
valuable for their furs or skins.

30. Nongame Quadruped Breeder - A person properly licensed to
engage in the business of raising, exhibiting and selling
nongame guadrupeds on alligator or fur farms.

"*31. Nongame Quadruped Exhibitor - A person properly licensed

to engage in the business of raising and/or exhibiting nongame
quadrupeds.

32. Nonresident - Any person who is not a bona fide resident
as that term is defined by R.S. 56:8(12).

33. Nuisance Alligator - A specific (particular) alligator
that poses a threat to human life or property.

34. Nuisance Alligator Hunter - A licensed alligator hunter
who is contracted or otherwise selected by the Department to
remove designated nuisance alligators.

35. Open Season - That period of time set by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, during which wild,
alligators or their eggs may be lawfully taken. )

36. Out Of State Shipping Tag - An official, serially numbered
tag, yellow in color, issued by the Department required on
each shipment of alligator hides shipped out of state.

37. Part - For purposes of this section, a part is a division
of a subsection.
}

38. Pelt - The skin or hide of a quadruped.

39. Pelting - Removing the skin and/or fur of a guadruped in
such a manner as to render it marketable.

40. Person - Includes any individual person, association,

corporation, partnership, or other legal entity recognized by
law.
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41. Pole Hunting - The act of taking an alligator from a den
with a pole or snagging device of any type and includes using
such devices to induce an alligator to move from a den prior
to taking.

42. Possess - In its different tenses, the act of having in
possession or control, keeping, detaining, restraining, or
holding as owner, or as agent, bailee, or custodian for
another.

43. Processed Alligator Part - Any part (and its resulting
products) that has been removed from a 1legally taken
alligator, treated to prevent decomposition, and packaged;
provided that the meat is not processed until packaged and
marked with required labeling as described in Subsection L of
these regulations.

" 44. “‘Propagation : -= ~The holding of 1live -alligators for
production of offspring. o

45. Raising - The production of alligators under controlled
environmental conditions or in outside facilities.

46. Rearing - (See "Raising").
47. Resident - (See "Bona Fide Resident").

48. Secretary - The secretary of the Louisiana Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries.

49, Skin -~ (See "Pelt").

50. Take - In its different tenses, the attempt or act of
hooking, pursuing, netting, capturing, snaring, trapping,-
shooting, hunting, wounding, or Xkilling by any means or-
device. |

51. Transport - In its different tenses, the act of shipping,
attempting to ship, receiving or delivering for shipment,
transporting, conveying, carrying, or exporting by air, land,
or water, or by any means whatsoever.

52. Wildlife - All species of wild vertebrates.

53. Wildlife Management Area - Any area set aside, maintained,
and supervised by the Department for the purpose of managing
and harvesting wild birds, wild quadrupeds, fish and other
aquatic life under controlled conditions to afford maximum
public hunting and fishing opportunity.

54. Wildlife Refuge - Any area set aside and designated by
the Department as a refuge on which wild birds and animals
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are protected. Control of certain forms of wildlife may be
conducted by the Department.

C. General Rules.

1. No person shall take, possess, purchase or sell alligators,
alligator eggs, alligators parts, or goods manufactured from
alligators, except as provided in these regulations and LA.
R.S. Title 56.

2. Each alligator, alligator egg, or alligator part taken or
possessed in violation of these regulations shall constitute
a separate offense.

3. Hides of alliéators harvested in Louisiana shall be tagged
in accordance with provisions of these regulations and
deviation from those requirements shall be a violation and

-~ ..Subject: hides.-to.confiscation. Violation of this .part. is.a

class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

4. Pole Hunting is prohibited. Violation of this part is a
class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

5. An alligator hunter must possess on his or her person one
or more current alligator hide tags while taking alligators
provided that only one 1licensed hunter needs to possess
current hide tags among a group of licensed hunters who are
physically present in the same location and are conducting a
joint hunting operation. Violation of this part is a class
2 violation as described in Title 56.

6. No person shall release any alligator from any taking
device for any purpose without first dispatching and tagging

the alligator. Violation of this part is a class 2 violation® .

as described in Title S56.

7. Collection of alligator hatchlings from the wild is
strictly prohibited. Taking or collection of any wild
alligator illegally is strictly prohibited. Violation of this
part is shall constitute a Class 7A violation for each
alligator taken as described in Title 56. All alligators
taken in violation of this part shall be confiscated and in
addition to all other penalties provided herein, all alligator
licenses of any type held by the offender(s) shall be revoked
for a period of three (3) calendar years and no alligators
shall be raised or propagated on the offender's facilities for
a period of three (3) calendar years.

8. The shipment of alligator eggs out of state is prohibited

except where special scientific permits have been obtained in
advance from the Department and specify all such shipments.
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Violation of this part is a class 2 violation as described in
Title 56.

9. Transportation of alligator(s) into this state without
prior written approval of the Department is strictly
prohibited. Violation of this part is a class 7A violation
as described in Title 56.

10. It is unlawful to ship alligator eggs into the State of
Louisiana unless they are to be used for Department sponsored
scientific studies and these shipments shall have prior
written Department approval. Violation of this part is a
class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

11. The shipment of live alligators or alligator eggs out of
the United States is strictly prohibited unless they are used
for Department sponsored scientific studies with an
--~accompanying-authorization-signed.by.the.Secretary. . .Violation
of this part is a class 7A violation as described in Title 56.

12. There is levied a severance tax of twenty-five cents on
all skins or hides taken from any alligator, within the state,
payable to the state through the Department by the alligator
hunter or alligator farmer taking his own catch out of state,
or by the dealer. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56.

D. Licenses, Permits and Fees.

1. The licenses and fees required for activities authorized
by these regulations are as prescribed under provisions of
Title 56, or as prescribed in these regulations, and are:

(a) $25 for a resident alligator hunter's license;

(b) $150 for a nonresident alligator hunter's license; .

(c) $25 for a resident fur buyer's license; A

(d) $100 for a nonresident fur buyer's license;

(e) $150 for a resident fur dealer's license ($500

deposit required);
(£) $300 for a nonresident fur dealer's license ($1,000
deposit required);

(g) $10 for a nongame quadruped exhibitor's license;

(h) $25 for a nongame quadruped breeder's license;

(i) $50 for a alligator parts dealer license;

(j) $5 for a alligator parts retailer license;

(k) $4 for each alligator hide tag;

(1) $4 for each whole alligator leaving the state as

alligator shipping label fee:;
(m) $0.25 severance tax for each alligator hide taken
from within the state;
(n) $25 for a Designated Agent Collection Permit.
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2. No person may take, attempt to take, or possess a wild
alligator in this state during the open season for taking wild
alligators unless he or she has acquired and possesses an
alligator hunter's license. An alligator hunter must have in
possession a valid alligator hunter license to take or sell
alligators, their skins, or parts. Violation of this part is
a class 2 violation as described in Title 56.

3. No resident or nonresident fur buyer shall ship furs,
alligators, alligator skins, alligator eggs, or alligator
parts out of state. Violation of this part is a class 2
violation as described in Title 56. -

4. Every resident fur dealer, alligator hunter, alligator
parts dealer, alligator farmer, nonresident fur dealer, or
nonresident alligator hunter shall not ship or take raw
.alligator . skins, alligators,.or alligator parts out of state
without first comply